Frank Herbert: Dune Universe

Abomination

—1 Sandworm

liquid exhalation (bile)
in the moment of
death by drowning in
water

Bene Gesserit

Bene Spacing Guild

Gesserit Navigators

some members of
Atreides genetic line

capable of gaining powerful
abilities taking heavy doses of
awareness spectrum narcotics

breeding program
person with locked/inactive genetic memory resp. ego-memories
Fremen Bene Gesserit
. female male |
! 0 4 ;
S di Bene Gesserit ?
: ayyadina i |
| Yy Sister i 1| (Paul Atreides) |
—> Water of Life |
0 - ] :
—" I —
3 " | Kwisatz Haderach | |
3 Wild/Fremen Bene Gesserit It S
' | Reverend Mother Reverend Mother | | ! (Male Bene Gesserit,
| i | >Reverend Father< | |

if ritual survived
and water of life
converted

most important awareness
spectrum narcotics

if woman participating in

the water of life ritual was
pregnant (e.g. Alia

Atreides) or the mothers
are spice addicted

!

inheritance and spice
addicted mother
(e.g- Ghanima and
Leto Atreides II)

pre-born child

genetic/ancestral memory resp. ego-memories’

person with surfaced/unlocked/activated

4
spice converted
melange water/bile

Fremen
spice orgy
A

Other X

rescience
Memory p

hazard of becoming an Abomination
(especially in the case of pre-born)

risk reduced by proper

praana/bindu training

Abomination

(incapable of controlling ego-memories,
possessed by those memories)

increase in awareness and
sensory ability

gain of expansion of an
individual’s consciousness

changed into the activation of own ancestral genetic memories and concsciousness in the course of the books.

Note on the relationship of, on the one hand, a functional transfer of collective memories and, on the other hand, a substantial-genetic
activation of ancestral memories: There seems to be a conceptional gap between Dune and the later novels regarding the effect of drinking the water of
life from which the »Reverend Mothers« result. In Dune, drinking the water of life ensures the functional succession of Reverend Mothers and provides
the drug for the Sietch orgies. During the ritual the memories of all antecedent Reverend Mothers are being transferred to the new Reverend Mother (and
in Jessica’s special case to her unborn daughter, Alia, too). In this conception, each new Reverend Mother’s own genetic ancestral memories are 7oz
activated. However, in later volumes the Reverend Mothers and Alia do possess own ancestral memories, which have not been activated during the initial
ritual. But just that is one of the prerequisites for the conflict of abomination. Thus, it seems as if the concept of becoming a Reverend Mother has
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