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Radio Series
(March/December 1978)

Douglas Adams: The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
Main Published Iterations

episode 1

episode 2

episode 3

episode 4

episode 5

episode 6

episode 7
(»Christmas episode«)

1st Book The Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
(autumn 1979)

New Radio
Episodes (Jan 1980)

episode 8

episode 9

episode 10

episode 11

episode 12

2nd Book The Restaurant at the End of the
Universe (autumn 1980)

episode 10

episode 11

episode 12

episode 5

episode 6

»a very substantially reworked, re-edited 
and contracted version of episodes […] 
of the radio series« (Adams 2020, xi)

1st (double) Record Album
The Hitchhiker’s

Guide to the Galaxy 
(1979)

2nd Record Album
The Restaurant at the
End of the Universe 

(1980)

episode 5

episode 6

»a heavily rewritten and 
expanded version of episodes 5 
and 6 of the radio series 
(Adams 2020, xi)

episode 7

episode 8

episode 9

TV Series The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy (Jan 1981)

episode 1

episode 2

episode 3

episode 4

episode 5

episode 6

»substantially expanded version of the first four episodes of 
the radio series« (Adams 2020, x); »[…] some of the 
characters behaved in entirely different ways and others 
behaved in exactly the same ways but for entirely different 
reasons, which amounts to the same thing but saves 
rewriting the dialogue.« (Adams 2020, x–xi)

episode 4

episode 3

episode 2

episode 1

»by contrast [to the first book], 
a slightly contracted version of 
the first four episodes of the 
radio series« (Adams 2020, xi)

episode 4

episode 3

episode 2

episode 1

»based, more or less, on the first six 
episodes of the radio series. In other words, 
it incorporated most of the book The Hitch 
Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy and the second 
half of the book The Restaurant at the End 
of the Universe. Therefore, though it 
followed the basic structure of the radio 
series, it incorporated revisions from the 
books, which didn’t.« (Adams 2020, xi)
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Movie The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy (2005)
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3rd Book Life, the Universe and Everything 
(summer 1982)

»This was not based on anything that has already been heard 
or seen on radio or television. In fact it flatly contradicted 
episodes 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 of the radio series.« (Adams 
2020, xi)

4th Book So Long, and Thanks for All the Fish 
(autumn 1984)

»[…] it effectively contradicted everything to date, up to and 
including itself« (Adams 2020, xii)

Sources:
• Adams, Douglas: A Guide to the Guide. Some unhelpful remakrs from the author, 

in: Adams, Douglas: The Ultimate Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. A Trilogy in 
Five Parts [1995], Pan Books: London 2020 [978-1-5290-5143-8], vii–xii.

5th Book Mostly Harmless 
(1992)

6th Book And Another Thing…
(by Eoin Colfer; 2009)
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